WHAT IS EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION?
Early childhood is an essential developmental time period in a child's life. Early childhood intervention is a support system provided by the state to help ensure children with developmental disabilities or delays and their families are supported during this important developmental period.
PURPOSE of EARLY INTERVENTION
Early Intervention is designed to provide services, such as therapy, counseling, and education, to children from birth to age three who have a developmental delay, a high probability of a developmental delay, or who are a risk of having a developmental delay. These services serve the purpose of helping them achieve the highest possible degree of development. Research has consistently demonstrated that early childhood is a key time period of development. The quality of early learning experiences provided to children has a demonstrated impact on the child's school readiness and achievement in early school years. For example, in a recent study, of 800 children followed from preschool through second grade, students who received poor early child care scored lower on measures of cognitive and social skills throughout their early school years. Furthermore, a child's cognitive development was found to be directly correlated to the quality of the early childhood classroom practices. These effects were found across both low-income and upper-income families, demonstrating the need for quality child care across the board.
Within Illinois, over 20,000 children and their families currently receive Early Intervention services. But many more families are eligible to receive services than are currently enrolled. Research has shown that at 9 months of age only 9% of eligible children with delays receive services. At 24 months still Intervention is likely to be more effective and less costly when it is provided earlier in life rather than later.
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only 12% of eligible children receive early intervention services. There is an urgent need to identify and expand services to eligible infants earlier when the developing brain is most capable of change.
GOALS of EARLY INTERVENTION
The Early Intervention system is designed to support children and families who present with a variety of different needs. Additionally, EI serves not only to support children with existing delays but to also prevent children who are at risk of developmental delays from falling behind their peers. Goals include:
 Enhance the development of infants and toddlers with disabilities;
 Reduce educational costs by minimizing the need for later special education through early intervention;
 Minimize the likelihood of institutionalization, and maximize independent living;
 Enhance the capacity of families to meet their children's needs.
THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK ELIGIBILITY
Eligibility is determined by the requirements of Part C of The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. If you believe your child may be eligible for Illinois Early Intervention Program services you should call your local Child and Family Connections (CFC) office to arrange for an intake visit by a service coordinator. This coordinator will schedule the free evaluations and serve as your personal contact through the time your child receives Early Intervention services. A list with contact information is included at the end of this toolkit.
You do retain the right to refuse Illinois Early Intervention services. If you do refuse services you are still be able to return for services at a later date so you do not forfeit your child's eligibility for services at a later point.
AREAS of EI SERVICES
Once your child is determined to be eligible for Early Intervention Services, there are a variety of developmental domains that can be addressed. These services are provided in several ways. Most often early intervention includes direct services in which a therapist will provide one-on-one interactions with the child and family. Direct services should be at least monthly if provided. Services may also involve monitoring in which an evaluation and re-evaluation of the child's needs will be reviewed to provide training and assistance for further support. Your child may also receive a consultation for specific challenges.
THE PROCESS OF OBTAINING EI SERVICES REFERRAL
Part C of the IDEA requires that parents of a child suspected of having a developmental delay or disability be referred to the EI services system within two working days after a child has been "identified." A child may be identified through referral from a variety of sources, e.g. social or community agencies, child care providers, physician's office, therapists. 
How to Refer Your Child for Early Intervention Services

EVALUATION
Each system must include the performance of a timely, comprehensive, multidisciplinary evaluation of each child, birth through age two, referred for evaluation, including a family-directed identification of the needs of each child's family to appropriately assist in the development of the child. 
REQUIREMENTS
Services Provided
INDIVIDUALIZED FAMILY SERVICE PLAN IFSP
After an evaluation, families receive an Individualized Family Service Plan that outlines the child's needs and services they will receive. An IFSP is similar to an IEP (for children over age 3), but it also includes family support services, nutrition services and case management. The key components and requirements are outlined below.
COMPONENTS
 Child's Status: this includes the child's present levels of physical, cognitive, communication social or emotional and adaptive development at time of evaluation.  Family Information -including the family's resources, priorities and concerns related to the child's development.  Goals & Outcomes -goals can be viewed as the outcomes expected to be achieved for the child and the family, as well as criteria to determine progress made towards achieving these goals.  Services -a detailed description of the specific services to be provided including the frequency, intensity and method of delivery of those services.  Other Services -related services and nutrition services must be detailed as well.  Dates & Duration of Services -both the time of when services will begin as well the length of time the services will continue must be included.  Coordinator -the individual who will be responsible for the coordination and implementation of the plan must be identified.  Transition -this includes the steps to be taken as the child transitions from early intervention to an IEP when they reach age 3.
REQUIREMENTS
 The IFSP must be completed within 45 Days from the initial eligibility determination.  The IFSP must have a periodic review at least once every six months to ensure the plan is still relevant and individualized to the child's needs.  Annual Review, which is more comprehensive than the periodic review, must also be completed to ensure your child still requires services.  Accessibility and convenience of meetings for the family is essential.  Required meeting participants include the child's parents or guardians, the staff who will provide the early intervention and professionals who have special training concerning the types of services the child will receive.
COST of SERVICES
 In Illinois, families with income below 185% of the poverty level is entitled to completely free services.  However, screening; assessment; social history; IFSP development, review and modification; and service coordination must be free to all families.  For families above 185% pay a sliding-scale for services, intervention and related services may be charged on sliding scale.
What services are provided at no cost to the family? All evaluations and service coordination provided through the EI program are free. If your child is determined to be eligible and you enter the EI program, staff will develop your Individualized Family Service Plan for free.
What is the family participation fee in the Illinois EI program?
Families may pay a family participation fee for services. This fee is set each year and based on your income, family size, and whether you have excessive out-ofpocket medical expenses. Families never have to pay more in fees than the system pays for the services.
If you have private insurance, this can help reduce the amount the EI program pays for your child, which may then reduce your family participation fee. If you use
If you speak a language other than English, the program will provide services in your native language.
your private insurance for services provided the EI payments may be used towards your annual deductible. Your service coordinator and providers will have more information about your family's specific fees and the billing process.
NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS
Children receiving early intervention services must be provided services in their natural environments, as in the settings that are natural or normal for the child's age peers who have no disabilities. To the maximum extent appropriate to the needs of the child, early intervention services must be provided in natural environments, including the home and community settings in which children without disabilities participate.
DISPUTES WITH IFSP
If you disagree with any step in the process including identification, evaluation, placement of the child, or provision of appropriate early intervention services parents have multiple options to resolve the dispute.
DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCESS
1) State Complaint:
This option involved a complaint to the lead agency for the EI system in Illinois. With early childhood services, the lead agency is the Department of Human Services (DHS).
If a parent believes DHS is violating a law or rule regarding the early intervention program, they may send a complaint. The complaint must include; a statement that DHS has violated a requirement of Part C of the Act, the facts of the situation, signature and contact information of the complainant, and the name and residence of the child involved along with a description of the problem and proposed resolution.
 Send a complaint within 60 days of the dispute to:
Part C Coordinator DHS -Bureau of Early Intervention Department of Human Services 823 East Monroe Springfield, IL 62701
Once received the state has 60 days to investigate this complaint and send a response.
2) Mediation: May be used to resolve any dispute involving evaluation or placement of a child. The mediation process provides an alternative to filing for an impartial hearing and can be a more efficient way to resolve disagreements. Things to keep in mind include:
o Voluntary. The agreement must be voluntary and freely agreed to by family and DHS. The mediator may only help the parties communicate and come to agreement but may not force or order a resolution of the dispute. The state must bear the cost of the process. Can be done simultaneously with an impartial hearing or complaint.
o Confidential. Any information gathered during the meeting may not be used in a later due process hearing regardless of whether there was an agreement met during mediation.
o Legally Binding. Keep in mind once signed the agreement is enforceable in any state court or federal court.
3) Impartial hearing (due process hearing): An administrative proceeding that is similar to a court hearing. There is a 45 day timeline that requires the hearing be resolved within the 45 day time period.
o When filing for due process any party has a right to the following:
 Be accompanied and advised by counsel  Present evidence and confront, cross examine witnesses  Prohibit the introduction of evidence that was not disclosed by the opposing party with 5 days prior to hearing.  Obtain a written or electronic record of the hearing and the decision.
o The decision of the impartial hearing officer may be appealed for judicial review. 
TRANSITIONING FORM C TO B
At age three, the child becomes eligible to receive special education services from the local school district rather than through DHS. The school district will need to evaluate the child because not every child who receives early intervention services will be eligible for special education services. If the child is found ineligible for special education services under Part B of IDEA, the parents may use mediation or due process procedures to challenge that decision. The transition process begins with planning transition strategies and actions. This transition plan must be included in the child's IFSP at 30 months of age. Additionally, a report must be provided to local school district, including information about the child's strengths and needs, learning style, current goal and objectives, overall progress summary, and recommendations for future services. This referral must occur by 33 months, and evaluation must be completed by 36 months.
TRANSITION to SCHOOL
If your child is found eligible for special education services for preschool or kindergarten under Part B of the IDEA, the school district must have a transition conference including the family, the school representative and the Family Support Specialist at least 90 days before the child's third birthday. This transition process is designed to smoothly transition a child from early intervention into special education services.
TRANSITION PROCESS TIMELINE 30 MONTHS
o Six months before your child's third birthday, your service coordinator will begin talking to you and your local school district about the transition.
 The service coordinator will:  Inform you in writing of the educational rights of students with disabilities under the law.  Inform the school district that your child will shortly reach the age of eligibility for preschool services, and work with the school district to complete any necessary referral information.  The school district will conduct an evaluation and assessment of your child and will hold an eligibility meeting to determine your child's eligibility for preschool services
MONTHS
o The service coordinator may also convene an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) team meeting to discuss and document progress toward child outcomes and functional goals.
 If an annual IFSP meeting is not otherwise due, this meeting will take place no more than 120 days prior to your child's third birthday.  If the IFSP team is able to participate in the transition meeting described above, it will not be necessary to convene a separate IFSP team meeting.
o At least 90 days before your child turns three years old, the service coordinator will convene a transition meeting to discuss services for your child.
 If your child is eligible for preschool services, you, the local school district, and the service coordinator will attend the meeting. The school district is required by law to participate in the meeting.  If your child is not eligible for preschool services, you and the coordinator will meet with providers of other services appropriate for your child.  In addition to discussing services for your child, the meeting will include a review of your child's program options for the period from your child's third birthday through the remainder of the school year.
 You have the right to refuse any services recommended for your child or your family.
o At either the transition meeting or final IFSP meeting discussed above, the team will establish a transition plan.
 The plan will provide for the transition of your child to school-based services and for training you and the rest of your family on this process.  The plan will also document referrals to any services and whether you decided to accept or reject those services.
o If you child is eligible for preschool services, an Individualized Education Program (IEP) meeting will be scheduled within 60 days of the assessment to develop your child's written IEP and determine the least restrictive educational placement.
PREPARATION
How should you prepare yourself and your family for this?
o There are many steps you can take to ease the transition for you and your child, including:
 Gathering as much information as possible about the new programs.  Locating another family whose child has been in the proposed program to learn about their experiences.  Taking your child to visit the proposed program in advance so your child can become acquainted with the new people and the new environment.  Talking to the teachers and administrators of the program about your experiences in early intervention, your child's strengths and needs, and your expectations for the new program.  Evaluating the proposed program carefully. Remember that you have the right to approve or refuse the services recommended for you or your child.
o The more information you gather and the stronger the relationships you develop, the easier the transition will be for your and your child. 
LEGAL ASSISTANCE
